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a far-out discourse on intergalactic intercourse 
article By GERALD WALKER " INTERPLANETA RY SHIPS AND SAUCERS of various material densities can 
approximate the speed of light. This seems impossible to you only because of a natural principle that 
has not yet been discovered by your scientists. Also, the Speed of Light is the Speed of Truth. This 
statement is presently unintelligible to Earth 's peoples, but is a basic cosmic axiom." 

Thus spake Neptune, a peripatetic philosopher from an advanced civilization in outer space 
who in 1952 dropped in to swap cosmic axioms with one Orfeo Angelucci, a California aircra ft-plant 
worker. Having explained how h is flying saucer arrived here, Neptune told why. 

"'The Great Accident' is nearer than any man dreams," he said. "We [space people] ar e the 
Earth's older brothers . . .. We love the Children of Earth and it is our desire to help chem . .. " 

Angelucci - who says his chronic nervous d isorders make him extrareceptive ro visits with 
extraterrestrial visitants - describes four such exper iences in his book. The Secret of the Saucers. 
T hree were in California, but in 1953 Orfeo ascended. He spent a week on ··one of the larger planet­
oids of the shattered planet Lucifer, " arriving in a saucer whose Muzak played his favor ite song, 
Fools Rush In. 

T he natives. "generally sim ilar to men and women ," were friendly but not to the point of 
fra ternization. Although he was a family man as well as a religious mystic, there was !'.nough of the 
typical lonesome traveler in Angelucci for him to break up a Luciferian dinner party by venturing 
a timid pass at the young lady seated next to him. " I had the strong telepathic impression ." he 95 
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recalls, ~thac sexual desire is merely 
;mother of the erroneous manifestations 
of materiality ... in the higher spiritual 
worlds it is nonexistent." 

But outer space is less than unanimous 
about this. Recently the j ournal of R<J1·­
derland Research told of "a Brazilian 
farmer whose tractor was stopped by the 
nearby landing of a flying saucer. The 
flabbergasted yokel was dragged aboard 
by little men, then drugged and forced 
to have sexual iotercour~ with a fairly 
attractive space woman." 

Leaving sex aside, the one dear fact 
is chat some people are n:porting some 
sort of intercourse with creatures from 
other planets. It has become a kind of 
profession, calling forth the energies of 
about two dozen ··<ontactees" at last 
count. Many find it necessary to quit 
their jobs, and devote themselves full 
time to spreading the wisdom derived 
from their interviews with the inter­
planetary visitants. Each member of the 
steadily expanding contactee elite has a 
following, ranging from an indulgent 
spouse to a nationwide chain of well-or­
ganized branches. 

Exemplifying the latter are the fifteen­
hundred disciples of Daniel W . Fry, who 
in 1954 recorded the following exchange 
with A-Lan, a frequenc caller from Out 
There. 

A-LAN: Well, Dan ... we have given 
you information which is both of interest 
and of value to people. Why do you 
keep it to yourself? 

DAN: If J attempt to make public the 
information which you have given me, 
it will only mean that I will be scorned 
and ridiculed. 

A · t.A.N: Ridicule is the barrier which the 
ignorant erect between themselves and 
any truth which frightens or disturbs 
them. . . . It is easier to ridicule than 
to investigate, but it is not as profitable. 

Convinced at last, Fry in 1955 launched 
Understanding, a California-based spir­
itual movement di~.rn.inating the gospel 
passed along by his own private Space 
Brother. The thirty-Odd Understanding 
units which meet regularly around the 
country - a kind of Great Books course 
without books - are a built-in lecture 
circuit. Asked what they try to under· 
stand, a member recently replied, "Every­
thing." Considering this scope, the 
annual dues of $4.50 seem reasonable. 

The American flying-saucer movement 
comprises one hundred such groups. 
with others in England, Aw.ualia, Brazil, 
France, Japan, New Zealand and Switzer­
land. Most have monthly meetings, a 
newsletter, and dues running to five dol· 
Jars a year. Active membership of local 
dubs averages about seventy-five, while 
the annual conventions draw thousands 
- all in all, a fair-sized market for the 
hundreds of UFO (unidentified flying 
objects) books and pamphlets in print. 

All saucer enthusiasts believe that 
UFOs are manned spaceships lrom other 
planets, and they agree that Government 
statements to the contrary are lies. Arch­
villain is the Air Force, which has looked 
into 6523 reponed UFO sightings since 
1947, when saucers first made headlines. 
In Flying Saucers and the U.S. Air Force, 
olficial spokesman Lt. Col. Lawrence J. 
T acker reported: ''From its investiga· 
Lions covering the past thirteen-year 
period. the Air Force contends that when 
the evidence of these sightings has been 
sifted through the scientific criteria, ii 
has always led to the conclusions that 
the objects were not space craft and they 
did not constitute a threat against the 
security of this country." Scoffing at such 
disclaimers, UFO believers pepper tl1e 
Air Force with mail alleging &"Oppression 
of the facts and demanding what one 
called "a return to audience participa­
tion ." 

These common beliefs aside, the fly­
ing-saucer movement is split into two 
camps. Forming a vocal majority are the 
contactees, who claim direct or tele­
pathiccomrnunication and intt:rplanetary 
hitchhiking with the Space Brothers. The 
opposmon call themselves ufologis1s, 
which they translate to mean "sensible 
saucerites." Ufologists believe in the 
existence of saucers, but say they are 
interested only in objective research 
data, such as who sighted a UFO, where, 
when, speed, distance, etc. They explic­
itly deny that anyone has yet contacted 
a saucer pilot and regard the contaaees 
as misguided or worse; ufologist news­
letters make irequent we o{ the term 
"Con(tact) men.'' 

The prototypical contactee is silver­
haired George Adamski, self-styled "phi­
losopher, student, teaqier, saucer re­
searcher" who likes his friends to call 
him "Professor.'' He lives with some dis­
ciples and two small telescopes (six-inch 
and fifteen-inch models) in Palomar Gar­
dens. California - not to be confused 
with nearby Mount Pa lomar observatory 
and its somewhat larger equipment. In 
addition to his long-range viewing, since 
1952 Adamski has been meeting with a 
down-to-eanh group of Martians, Venus­
ians and Saturnians who preach Broth­
erly Love as an antidote to The Bomb. 
The handsome, long-haired Space Brot11-
ers and their "incredibly lovely young 
women" wore costumes resembling either 
ski suits o r mufti to escape notice by 
lesser mortals than Adamski. He, of 
course, knew them by their secret h and­
shake (palm to palm with no grasping, 
like two hipsters g iving each other some 
skin, man). Adamski has not only sat 
across a rcstaumnt table from these ex· 
traterrestrials (Firkon, a Martian, dis· 
played a weakness for peanut-butter 
sandwiches on whole-wheat bread, black 
coffee and apple pie), he has also ridden 

many times in his friends' spaceship& . 
To prove it a ll, he has penned countl~ 
articles and three books ("dedicated to 
People, everywhere and in every world"). 
lectured around the saucer circuit, and 
sold photographs of objects resembling 
ceiling light fixtures in condemned apart· 
ment houses . 

T ension stemming from the saucer 
movement's doctrinal differences is illus­
trated by the recent revocation of Adam­
ski's membership in the ufologist-oriented 
National investigations Committee 011 

Aerial Phenomena. The expulsion order 
was given by NICAP director Donald 
E. Keyhoe, a retired Marine Air Force 
major and one of the earliest and most 
proli6c saucer authors. 

It was Major Keyhoe who coined the 
term "the silence group" to describe ne­
farious Government officials who refuse 
to release data which, he says, prove that 
interplanetary craft exisL It is his claim 
that historical records dearly demon­
strate that the Earth has been "under ob­
servation" for over 175 years. For a time 
Keyhoc was a leading exponent of the 
theory that the other-worldly creatures 
who had us under observation were Mar­
tians. "Since 1947," he reasoned, "each 
close approach of Mars - at twenty· 
six-month intervals - has brought a sud ­
den increase in flying-saucer sightings." 
During March-April 1950, June- Augus1 
1952 and August-November 1954, when 
the orbits of Earth and Mars were closest 
to each other, UFO sightings ran thick 
and heavy, pointing to the possibility of 
Martian origin. But this supposed pe· 
riodicity was then doubly shattered: a 
UFO flurry during the summer of 1955 
occurred when Mars was at its maximum 
distance from Earth ; and in the fall of 
1956, when Mars came d ose again, there 
was o nly a scattering of sightings in the 
Dakotas a nd Minnesota. About this 1956 
disappointment, one saucer newsletter 
commented, "Was this the looked-for 
biennial Martian expedition to Earth ? 
U it was, its appropriations must have 
been cut severely by the present Martian 
administration." 

Although the twenty-six-month-cycle 
theory has had to be abandoned, Keyhoe 
and NICAP (with four-thousand mem­
bers at five dollars per year) can still 
draw satisfaction from the knowledge 
tha t their research projects ha,•e done 
mud1 to bring the saucer movement far 
along the road to respectability. For ex­
ample, before May 1947. the /l enders' 
Guide to Periodical Literature carried 
no listing a t a ll for flying saucers. In the 
1947- 1949 volume under "Flying Sau­
cers." it says, "See 'Illusions and Halluci­
nations.'" The 1949-1951 reference, a 
slight improvement, is to "Aeronautics: 
airplanes, jet-propelJed; balloons, use in 
research; illusions and hallucinations." 
But with the 1951- 1953 number. UFOs 

(contmued on page 102) 
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LEADER (continued from page 96) 

come inlo their own - thirty-eight list­
i11gs under a separate heading, "Flying 
Sau<:en.· 

II lhe ufologists are known, as they 
wish to he. lor 1hcir sobriety, glamor is 
the province of the comactees. And as 
in some other fields. the colorful do 
somewhat lx:ucr 6nancially than the 
plodders. Take th<> Tristan and Isolde o( 
the saucer movement - a former New Jer­
sey sign painter named Howard Menger 
and his wife, an auractive blonde known 
to the space crowd as Marla Baxter. 
Howard and Marla have apotheosized 
their out-of-this-world romance in books: 
bis, From Outer Space to You; hers, 
My Salurnian L(Tller. 

As Howard tells it, when he was ten 
he was out in the woods one day medi­
tating, when he came upon a beautiful 
blonde Venusian woman. She let little 
Howard know ("It was a tremendous 
surge of warmth, love and physical at­
traction which emanated from her to 
me") that big things were in store for 
him. "We are contacting our own," she 
said. 

Scene: the same spot. Time: foUt"teen 
years later. 

BIG HOWARD: Are you actually the 
girl ... ? 

VENUSIAN WOMAN: Yes, I am. The same 
girl, Howard. 

BIG HOWARD: But you're no older -
VENUSIAN WOMAN: Oh, but I am ... 

I'm more than five hundred years old. 
Now you can refute anyone who says a 
woman tells little falsehoods about her 
age! 

The following year Howard met Marla 
and recognized her as the sister of the 
five-hundred-year-old Venusian beauty. 
Then it all came back. He himself had 
been a cilizen of Saturn before assuming 
earthly form; on a refueling stop at 
Venus he had fallen in love with Marla 
and now they were, like Daphnis and 
Chloe or Abercrombie and Fitch, to­
gether again. 

"My Saturnian lover," writes Marla, 
"did wonderful things for me .... My 
body seemed to grow more softly con­
toured through this Pygma1ion 1.ransfor­
mation as the Saturnian sculptor, by his 
unique artistry, molded me by his every 
electric touch and caress." Soon her body 
was contoured to the point of being "a 
little bit pregnant." 

Once this obstacle was overcome (in 
her book Marla simply wills the pregnan­
cy ctissoh-ed; verbally, she explains that 
her Saturnian lover aborted her with his 
third eye), and once the first Mrs. Menger 
had made for the divorce courts, Howard 
and Marla proceeded with their earthly 
mission. They spread the word that 
the Space Brothers are coming, a New 
Age is imminent. and the way to pre­
pare for it all is to read their books (his, 

$4.50; hers, $2.50), hear their lectures 
(admission by contribution). listen to the 
recording ($3.98) of Howard, who had 
never played the piano before being 
exposed to the music of the spheres, 
tinkling out Theme from the Song of 
Saturn, or atlend the First Eastern Inter­
planetary Spacecraft Convention in 1958 
at their new hundred-acre farm near 
Lebanon, New Jersey (admission, two 
dollars; attendance. two thousand). Good 
works occupy them so utterly that How­
ard no longer has time for sign painting 
and has hired a business manager to 
relieve him of tedious details. 

According to Long John Nebel, an all­
n!ght talk-jockey for New York's WOR, 
the real entrepreneur among the con­
tactees is George Van Tassel. Long John 
should know, since he's interviewed 
about fifteen contactees on his show, a 
Pandora's Box of esoterica tuned in by 
two million Night People with an inter­
est in the. occult. 

Once Van Tassel told Long John that 
he had collected over $40,000 - $15,000 
in a lump sum from one elderly lady -
to construct a Longevity Machine for 
which some accommodating Martians had 
provided the plans. As we age, Van Tassel 
explains, the electron orbits in our atoms 
become eccentric; his machine will re­
juvenate us by restoring them to circu­
larity. He has been quoted as saying, "I 
have every reason to believe it will elim­
inate the medical profession." When 
finished, the rejuvenator will resemble a 
long tunnellike building through which 
clients will stroll and be processed by its 
beneficial rays, a little like a cosmic car­
wash and not taking much longer than 
a minute at that. When they come out 
the other end, they won't look any dif­
ferent. but the inner·change in "youthful 
vitality" will , the prediction goes, be 
impressive. 

Long before Van Tassel first claimed 
a physical contact with a caller from 
another planet in August 1953, he had 
been experiencing telepathic o-~.c. (outer· 
space communication). Thus. for ex­
ample, on March 21. 1952. he telepath­
ically received and passed along this 
message: "Greetings. l am Tocalmon, 
fourth projection, seventh wave, space 
patrol, realms of Schare. Elevation 750 
miles above you, speed 170,000 miles per 
second; returning from the second sec­
tor. Our light-cast instructs us to bring 
you blessings from the Center and the 
realms of l:Uaau." 

When he is not performing oracularly 
or off on leuure tours in his private 
plane, Van Tassel also runs the Giant 
Rock Airport in California, the College 
of Universal Wisdom, and the heavily 
attended (ten thousand came one year) 
annual West Coast interplanetary Space­
craft Conventions at which contactees 

set up booths to sell their books. saucer 
photographs and space souvenirs. 

"Aside from Van Tassel anct a few 
others," observes Long J ohn, "there 
aren't many fast bucks in the saucer­
comact line. Most contactees have lo 
struggle. They lecture al fifty or sixty 
dollars a night, possibly twice a week. 
But they've got travel expenses to pay. 
They stay at people's homes, not at fine 
hotels. Their shirt cuffs are frayed When 
they're on my show and the food comes 
up from the delicatessen, even some of 
the vegetarian saucer people start gob­
bling pastrami as if the Russians were al 
the Jersey end of the Lincoln Tunnel." 

Obviously, only the most dedicated 
would enter such an exacting calling. 
Indeed it was the saucer movement's re­
ligious aspects that first attracted tJw 
interest of Dr. Carl G. Jung, the late re­
nowned Swiss psychiatrist. Wrote Jung 
in his 1959 book, Flyit1g Sa11rers: A Mod­
ern Myth of Things Seen in the Shiel, 
" ... space-guests are sometimes idealized 
6gures along the lines of tet·hnological 
angels who are concerned for our wel­
fare .... ln a difficult and d:irk time for 
humanity a miraculous rnlc j.\1'0ws up of 
an attempted intervention h )' exmiter­
restrial 'heavenly' powers .... It is diar­
acteristic of our time that, in contras• 
to its previous expressions. the archctypt• 
should now take the form of an <1hjcct. 
a technological construct ion. in orllcr to 
avoid the odiousness of a mylholo~i<;1l 
personification. AnythinK that looks 
technological goes down without dilli­
culty with modem man." 

This shotgun wedding of technology 
and faith has produced stran~l: offspring. 
Some contactees say (and they arc only 
repeating what the Space Brother~ haH· 
told them) that Jesus and Rucldha a rc 
among the pilots of the strnngc round 
cm.ft; in fact, they reveal. all of the 
world's religious leaders were spat.:cmcn 
who temporarily assumed human lonn 
before being translated heavenward . The 
Second Coming will occur and tJ1e world 
will end neither with bang nor whimper. 
but with a saucer landing. 

While the Space Brothers. as l!.ahcl 
Davis of Civilian Saucer lntellig«:nn· ol 
New York has noted, "are positively ncu· 
rotic about having their piclu1·cs taken:· 
one saucer fan claims nothing less than to 
ha\'e photographed God himself. Should 
any shutterbugs be interested. he ,;iy, 
he did it "through a hundred-inch tt:le· 
scope on an exposure of four hours ;111cl 
forty-seven minutes." The snapshot (lila 
UFO photos in general) is .~onwwh:i1 

blurred, however, due either to th<· 11n· 
fortunately high radiation or the clcn rn­
magnetic flux in space. 

"The religious flavor of the [saucer 
clubs," comments Richard R. J\fa thiso11 
in Faiths, Cult-! and Sects ot Amenni. 
" ... is obvious by their names - Ct·lcstial 

(continued on puf!e /68 1 



~ 

0 

llQ 

~ 

SS: 
~ 

~ 

168 

PURCHASING 
A HI-Fl 

SYSTEM? 
TIME PAYMENTS AVAILABLE 

Up to 2 years to pay! 
Jim Lansing• 

Send Us Allee lonsing 
Electrovoice 
Hartley• 

Your List Of 
University 
Acoustic Research 
Janszen • Jensen 

Components 
Whorfedale 
USL Citiaen Bond 
Gonset • Holliuofteu 
Texas C..ysto ls 

For A International Crystal• 
Conc"rtone • Viki.ng 
Bell• G.E. 

Package Weothen 
Hormon-Kordon 
Eico • Pilo t 

Quotation 
Sherwood• 
ESL 
Frazier 
Dual Changer 

YOU CAN BUY Bogen •RCA 

WITH CONFIDENCE Dynokit • fisher 
H. H. Scoll 

AT AIREX Thore ns• 
TEC. Amp• & Tuners 

.\II merchancli,;e is DeWold • Notional 
Svpencope 

brand new. iactory Sony • Robert• 
ftt'~h & guaranteed. Challenger 

Wollensok 
Free Hi-#i Catalog Gonord • Norelco 

Mirocord 

AIREX 
Gloser .. Steen 
Rek.0-Kut 
Polytron ics 
Tondberg• 
Foirchikl • Conroe 

RADIO Pickering • Sonar 
Audio Tope 

~:Ci'f!!d'~:binets CORPORATION •rnlr 7'radrc1 

85-P Cortlandt St., N. Y . 7, WO 4-1820 

FOR 
THE 
RETIRING 
PLAYMATE 

Gay red and white candy.striped 
shortie nightshirt and old.fashioned 

nightcap-in soft, toasty warm 
flannel. Finishing fillip the jaunty 

PLAYBOY bunny emblem adorning the 
pocket. One size fits all. 14 ppd. 

Shall we enclose a gift card 
m your name' 

Send check or money order to : 
PLAYBOY PRODUCTS 

232 East Ohio St. Chicago 11. Illinois 
Playboy Club Keyholders: Please specify 

your key number when charging. 

LEADER 
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Vehicle I1westigation Committee, Christ 
Brotherhood, Inc., Cosmic Circle of 
friendship, first Christian Spiritualist 
Church, Fellowship of Golden Illumi­
nation . i\ linisu-y of Univers.11 W isdom, 
Pacific Lemurian Society, Sanctuary of 
Thought .... Publkations devoted to the 
cause include suc.h titles as Thy King­
dom Come. Cosmic Voice, L ove with 
U11derstandi11g, The Uni11e1·s1il Key." 

i\fany up-to-date yearners for that Old 
T ime Religion h:l\c seized upon the 
saucer phenomenon in an attempt to 
harness modern LCchnology for their own 
1radit ion;ilist purposes. In the wonls of 
one saucerian amhor: ". . . the long­
drawn-out battle between Science and 
Religion might suddenly end in a sur­
prise knockout .iust at the ver y moment 
when Science appeared to have won 
hands clown." 

Religion has frequently been associ­
a ted with the ability of certain rare mor­
wls to make contact with creatures not of 
this world. Before people had become 
:1cquaimecl with outer space, at stages of 
history when man's 'iew of the universe 
was more theological than it is today, 
these uneanhly beings were considered to 
be supernatural rather than supen erres­
trial. Thus, Medieval histOl)' is filled 
wilh devils and witches. Nor did the 
Proteswnt Reformation ease the flying· 
sorcerer mania initiated by the Catholic 
Inquisition. Indeed, as A. D. White com­
ments in , J /-/1sto1)• of the JVarfare of 
Science with Throlog)• i11 Christendom, 
" . .. the new Church being anxious to 
show iLself e<1ually orthodox and ze;llous 
wilh the old ... Catholic and Protestant 
theol0t.;-i:ms vied with each other in de· 
tccting witches . .. " 

By the beginning of the Eighteenth 
Century, Sat:rnic conwcls had fallen off 
and were being rcpl.1ced by more benign 
occult visi ta t ions. Emanuel Swedenborg, 
the Scandinavian mystic, did not sec his 
first spirit-caller until 171'1, when he was 
fifty-six rears o ld, but he then proceeded 
to make up for lost time unti l his d eath 
at the age of eighty-four. H e not only 
rece in~d his protoplasmic friends here on 
Earth, but he politely returned their 
visi ts, thus scuing a pioneering example 
for today's cont;ictees. Deso·ibing his 
travels thw ugh the U nseen \ .Vorld in 
twenty thousa nd pages which Swetlcn­
borgians reverently rder to ;1s The \Vrit­
ings. he says that beyond the veil is an 
exact countci-part or lite visible world. 
:\mong other things, Swc:den borg wro te, 
there are "schools for infant angels; uni­
versities lor the learned; and fairs for 
such as were commerciall y inclined- par­
ticularly the English and Dutch angc: ls!" 
Swedenborg also rcponed that there is 
sex after de:nh, which may accoun t for 
his following among the middle-aged. 

Although extraterrestrial visitants in 
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earlier centuries were largely supcrnat· 
ural, perse\'ering researchers have found 
e\•idcmc:e of doings even in thl• prefligh t 
age. For example. British UFO historian 
Desmond Leslie quite definitely traces the 
annals of saucery to the year 18,617,841 
n.c., when, he says, the first space vehicle 
landed on Earth from Venus: he backs 
up his calculations with references to 
"vimanas" (mean ing "cars celestial"' or 
"fiery chariots") in Sanskrit scrolls and to 
··r earls-in-the-Sky" in anciem Tibetan 
works. 

ln Flyhw Saucers on the Allocl:, Har­
old T. Wllkins (one of the ' 'ery k"· 
\\'Titers who feel saucers are hostile) s.1ys 
tha t certain old Irish manuscripts refer 
to mysterious '"demon ships .. in the years 
212, 763, and 956 A.O. In particular, 
Wilkins quotes this episode from the 
Speculum Regali in Konungs-Slwggsja : 
"There happened in the borough o( 
Cloe,·a, one Sunday, while the people 
were at l\Iass, a man•cl. In this town is 
a church .... lt befell that an anchor 
was dropped from the sky, with a rope 
attached to it, and one of the flukes 
caught in the arch above the rhurch 
door. The people rushed out . . . and 
saw in the sky a ship with men on board, 
floating before the anchor-cable, and they 
saw a man lc;1p overboard and jump 
down to the anchor, as if to 1·eleasc it. 
The folk rushed up ;md tried to seize 
him; but the bishop forbade the peopk 
to hold the man, for it might kill him. 
he said. The man was freed, and hurried 
up to the ship, where the crew cut the 
rope and the ship sailed away olll of 
sight. Hut the anchor is in the < hurch, 
and has been ever since, as a testimony." 

Allhough some smrnge ''globes" were 
appare ntly seen over Niirnberg in 1561 
and o\·er Basel in I 566, space conscious­
ness did not really soar until the first suc­
cessful balloon ascension in 1783. The 
heavens seemed accessible at last: man 
looked up. and anything seemed possible 
- e\•en the famous J\ loon Hoax o( 1835 
when the New 1'01/t Sun, as a cfrculation 
smnc, rnn a satirical series o{ articles pur­
porting to describe life on the moon as 
seen through a new :md powerful tele­
scope. "They arc doubtless innocent and 
happ)' creawres," said the accouu t, rerer­
i-ing to the moon's apelike, four-£t•ct-tall 
inhabitants, ··notwithst;tnding so111e of 
their amusemems would bm ill compon 
with our terrestrial notions of decorum." 
· fhe sati re was taken straight by about 
half the paper's readers, many of whom 
refused to disbelieve what they had read 
even after the rcponer made a public 
admission of what he'd IJecn up to . 

In 1882. a Great Saucer was reportedly 
sighted at England's Creenwi<h Obsenia­
tory. In 1897, a huge object. described 
either as torpedo-shaped or cigar-shaped, 
supposedly passed O\•Cr large portions of 
the United States. Charles Fon. who spent 
mud\ of his life probing sm111ge phenom­
ena, assembled whole drnpters of sight-
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i11gs of strange sky objects, most of them 
dgar-shaped, reponcd in the late Nine­
teenth and early Twentieth Centuries. 
Abhorring certitude on anyone's part, 
Fon spcwlatcd that they might be pi­
lot<:d by i\larcians deliberately obsn\'ing 
us, or " ... I couceive of other worlds and 
'ast strnctures that pas.s us by, within a 
frw mile~. without the slightest desire to 
<·onuuunit:atc, c1uite as tramp ,·essels pass 
1ua11v bla11ds ... " 

Ju.st before the turn o[ the century. 
Theodore Flournoy, Professor of Psychol­
ogy at the Uni,·ersity of Cene"a, began 
a lcn•Ythv examination of a remarkable 
thirt~~ye;~r-old Frenchwoman known by 
the pseudonym Helene Smith. In his 
book, Fi·om /11 dill to the Plaucl Mars, 
Flournoy tells how she went into a series 
of rel:1ted tram·es forming a i\ fart ian sc­
<1ue11ce in which she tra"cled forty-three 
million miles through space like a spirit­
ual Sputnik. 

lmerplanctary tr;wel reporter Smith 
rc,ealed that the i\ lanians rode in horse­
less and whcdlcss carriages, that they 
looked just like humans and wore skii 
suits, and that the women \\'Ore lfat round 
hats shaped like nonfl}'ing saucers. She 
drew rountlc&s sketches of the landscape 
on i\f;us and she regaled Professor 
Flournoy with samples of the ~ l anian 
lan).(t1<1ge, both written and spoken : ··~te­
t iche," for example. means "Monsieur "; 
"Mcdachc" ~lands for " ;\l;1clam." After 
four clet<1il-la rded years of this son of 
thing, J'rofessor flournoy wrote, ··1 my­
self. I am ashamed to acknowledge, be­
gan , in 1898, to h;l\'C enough ol the 
J\lanian romance." 

This brings to mind the more recent 
space-tra\'e l episode described in The 
Fifiy-Mi1111te H our by the late psycho ­
analyst, Dr. Robert Lindner, of which 
he, too, ··had enough" - but in a differ­
ent \\'a}" I 11 the chapter ca lled Tl"' } el · 
l'ro/1clled Cu11clt, l>r. Lindner descr ibed 
his treatment of a brilliant research phys­
i< isl working for the Go"ernment, no1·­
mal in every way except in his hclief 
that he was Lord of the plane t Seraneb, 
which he d sitecl regularly. Lindner de­
scribed tha t therapeULic ta<.tic~ required 
him to participate full y in the patient's 
fan tasy and then, from within, to under· 
S<·ore inner contradictions and mi.sc:aku ­
lations whic.h would bring down the 
whole st ruct1ffe. Hut Lindner did not 
re< kon on getting so involved tha t the 
fantasy became more importan t to him ­
sdf than to the patient. In foci. the 
physicist "·cnt on pretending to believe 
in his trips to Seraneh for weeks after he 
had shed his psychosis, "Because I felt 
vou wa11tNl me to!" 
· Despite the fan that ~upenerrc.st1·i;d 
\'isitanLs were gradua lly becoming more 
numerous than supernatural ones, fas.­
dnation with the occult persisted well 
into the Twentieth Cenwry. In 1921 Sig­
mund Freud \\'rote that it represented 

"one manifesta tion o f the de\'alua tion 
which, ever since the world catastrophe 
of the great war, has affected C\'erything 
established ... part of the attempt to 
probe the great upheaval toward which 
we are dri£ting." Freud reg<trded the 
public's rernrring inte rest in the esoteric 
as an effort " to regain by other ·super­
nawral' means the lost appeal of life on 
this earth." 

.Man's wish or need to believe in the 
exotic has existed in all cr.1s and has 
t.1ken m<in}' forms. Today, more than a 
few world catastrophes a fter Freud made 
his obsen·ation, tlie need is appare11tly 
sti ll with us, only now it is dressed up in 
a space suit. Jung said, "The basis for 
Lhb kind of ("biona1 y) rumor is an e 111 0 -

1 io11al tension having its cause in a si tu<1-
tion of collcctin: stre~ or danger, or in 
a ,·ital psychic need." As an example of 
the former he ci ted " the stniin of Rus­
sian policies." 

\ Vhatever the specific cause, or com­
plex ol c 1uses, the Twemicth Century 
ha~ undergone a long build-up to the 
presem s;111cer c1~1zc. Inte rplanetary com­
muters have always figured prominently 
in l><.icnce fiction , whose pc>pularity has 
mounted since the turn of the cen tury. 
J\ l en from other planets were cemr;il to 
H . C. \Veils' 1898 110\'cl, The II ttr of the 
ll'or/ds, just as they are in such con tem· 
porar}' fiction as .\rthur C. Clarke's poetic 
Childhood':; £ml, John \ \l}'uclham's chill­
ing The Midwiclt Cuc/:oos (basi.s of last 
)'ear·s movie The Village of the JJ1111111e<I), 
and Fredric Brown's ironic Martian, Go 
Home! from only one science-fiction 
111ag11z.ine in I !.126, the field has gro,,·n 
to about two dozen toda}'. .\nd the 
science-fiction no"el is now catching up 
iu popularity \dth its older brother, the 
d ctecth-e >•arn. 

If anything a t all was pro"ed by the 
panic which struck a n estimated one 
million o l' the six million li~teners to 
Or.son Welles' 1938 radio adaptation of 
H . G. Wells' story about a J\ lartian im a­
sion (a panic which caused them to see 
and lu:111 the invaders all m·er the coun­
try), it was that, tor better or worse, 
people were even then ready to bclie,·e 
in the landing of other-worldly being~. 
World War 11 and high-powered jet ai r­
planes brought space tra,·el tlrnt much 
<:loser. Then in 1!157 Sputnik put earth­
lings over the hump into the Space Age 
and in 1961, the Russia ns sent a ship to 
Venus. Saucers seem here to stay: for if 
we now have the means to scout around 
Out There, isn't it just as likely that they 
haYe the means to get here? 

Some contactees say the Space People 
arc actually revisiting the Earth, ha,·ing 
esta blished an ancient civi lization here 
millions of }'Cars ago before blasting off 
for greener pastures in ;inother corner of 
the solar system. In any e,·ent. the extra­
terrestrial guest~. like their ho~b, arc wor­
ried about the .\ - and H-Bombs. Some 

spacemen are strictly altruistic in their 
concern over the Earth's welfare. Others 
are worried that a nucle;ff war here may 
accidem ally upset the balance of the uni­
,·e rse's basic forces. Either " ·ay, they're 
here to help head it off. If tht:y fail, it 
won't be a total loss: they 've promised 
lo send spareships to C\'acuate contactees 
and their followers Before h's Too La te. 

:\l ost American comactees are west of 
the M issis.sippi, perhaps because \'isihil­
ity for spotting saucers is better om in 
the wide, open spaces, or perhaps be­
cause there arc more Ca lifornians west 
of the J\1 issbsippi than ca~t of it. -\round 
each contactee has Conned a core of 
True Bclie,·ers who subsuihe to a i.yn­
lht:sis of fundamentalist religion. super­
sonic tedrnology and extroverted sex 
(the proportions ,·ary from group to 
group, although Long .John Nebel says 
"most of them are strongly in the pad 
with Venusian women") whid1 sen ·es as 
their ideological gospel for the New Age. 

There are few college graduate!> among 
the contactces, but many h:n·e finished 
high school. They, like their followers, 
arc drawn largely from the ranks of the 
humble and obscure, where most virm c 
resideth; not a [ew arc quirk to point out 
that Jesus Christ was a lowly carpenter. 
Howe\ler, they are not wholly a11ti.status, 
for they ;dso claim that a numher of 
"t0p .scienti~ts" are actually crypt<r 
saucerites who cannot re\'ea l their con­
\'ictions publidy for fea r o[ colliding 
with the Government's conspiracy o( 
silence. Scientific corroboration is drawn 
upon wherever it can be found . Thus, it 
is pointed out that on September 2, 1921, 
Guglielmo ~larcon i reported rcceid ng 
radio signals, which he thought were in 
code, from some station 011 a wave length 
not of this world. One is referred to the 
two Government installations in \Vest 
Virginia that beam e lectronic signals 
to outer ~pace ;incl p atiently listen for a 
reply. And then there is the recent Brook· 
ings Insti tution research report on !>pace, 
a 190-page study costing :)96,000, which 
says, "While the d i!>covery of intelligent 
life in other pans o[ the universe is not 
likely in the immediate future, it could 
ne,·enheless happen a t any time." 

On occasion, however, the ccm~1ct 

wing of the sauce r movemcm h:1s at· 
tempted to bullress its c;1sc with more 
detailed evidence. For example. in l !.158 
there appeared a book called Flyi11g 
Srmcers mu/ the Stiaight-Li111' "1yl·tr.ry. 
It~ Frcnd1 author, Aime M ic.hcl, con­
tendc.'<I when he plou ed the sightings of 
any single day on a map of France, the 
connective tradngs formed a series of 
straight Jines intersecting at one point 
which he took LO be the location of a 
mother ship sending out scou t crnh. liy 
thus using "onhotc:n y" (derh·ed by 
XI ic.hel from the Creek word for 
"stretched in a smiight !inc"), he in­
ferred that the Earth was being sub· 
jcctcd to systematic aerial explora tion. 



For contrast, the book also contains 
charts on whid1 a handful o[ catnip 
~cc<ls has been sprinkled at random, 
with connecting lines drawn through 
t hrfr locations. llenea th every chart is 
an indispe11s;1ble caption to tell the 
reader whether he is looking at plottings 
of saucer sightings or catnip seeds. 

Given the inherent difficulty o[ their 
subject matter, it is not surprising that 
contactees pepper their pronouncements 
with tamalizing escape clauses (" ... can­
not be revealed at this time ... will he 
revealed at the proper time") that serve 
to bridge the gap between apparent di[· 
fcrences of opinion; for example, are the 
\"isitanL~ Venusians or i\fartians or both? 
In the end , despite a measure oC off-the­
record rivalry and animosity, the contac­
tees usually rec:og11ize their community 
of interest and back each other's stories 
in public. 

By and large, American contactces 
ha,,e reported intelligiblt- chalS with 
humanoid ' 'isitants who were usually 
quite attractive physically, if not down­
right sexy-looking. Truman Bethurum, a 
California construction worker, met 
c1even times in the desert with "chic 
petite brunette" Captain Aura Rhanes, 
commander of an "Admiral's Scow" and 
its thirty-two-man crew from the planet 
Clarion, which, being on the other side 
of the moon, is invisible to our eyes and, 
apparenLly, to the camera the Russians 
recently sent back Lhere. In his book, 
Abo11n/ 11 Flying Saucer (lV011-Fictio11: A 
Tr11c Slot)' of Persor111l Ex/1crie11ce), 
Be Lhurum offers the following sample of 
Captain Aura's prose style: "I love to 
read and ride and swim and fish in lakes 
and rivers. I like to dress up nice and 
dance. But housework gives me shivers." 
H er style in clothes usually runs to a red· 
and-black dress with a beret to match. On 
one ocrnsion, Bethurum says she .c;witchcd 
to a light·gr.iy slack ensemble and "looked 
very chic indeed ... with her fully devcl­
opt'Cl small figure set off by the slacks, 
which appeared almost as il painted on 
her, so snugly did they fit." Another time 
Aur;1 looked up at him "with a specula­
tive expression in her big brown eyes," 
and the following dialog was exchanged. 

AURA: Truman, you seem distraught 
and worried tonight. ls anything wrong 
with you or your world that you think 
I might be able to help you with? 

TRUMAI': Yes. A lot or thillgl> in my 
world are wrong. I wrote my wife about 
you. and she thinks I've gone off my 
ro<"ker. 

AURA (smiling S)•mp11tltetically): Yes, I 
can see how she might feel that way. 

Truman Bethurum's book appeared 
in 1954. Two years later, according to 
ufoloi:,risl Isabel Davis, J\lrs. Bellmrum 
successfully sued for divorce in Los An­
geles, naming Captain Aura Rhancs as 
correspondent. 

In foreign countries, the ' 'isitants have 
·mly rarely resemhlccl "chic petite bru· 

nett es." Usually thty have been reported 
to be everything along the scale from 
lemurlike to insectiform, from midgets 
twenty-three inches in height to fifteen· 
foot giants, or sometimes simply as 
"medium-sized blobs." South Americans 
seem to go in for hairy dwarfs, while the 
French have d isplayed a strong predilec­
tion toward little green men who drop 
such remarks as, "Oumph . . . grobre· 
zabri ... trobohranana!" \\1hat all this 
indicates about differing national char­
acteristics is a nice debating point for 
the sociologists. Perhaps it only proves 
that it takes all kinds to make a solar 
system. 

Despite disagreements among the sau­
cer movement's Faithful over who or 
what is seen, or over other quasi· 
theological bones of comention, they arc 
monolithically united in their awareness 
of hidden conspiratorial threats all 
around them. Fortunately, they have 
allies. As i\I iss C. Lois J essop, as.\istant 
director of the procontaCLee New York 
Saucer Information Bureau, informed a 
recent interviewer, "The space people 
will put a beam on a writer if he ridi­
cules them." 

Several cont;1ctees, however, arc rely­
ing upon their own terrestrial acts to 
right the conditions that bother them. 
George Van Tassel and Gabriel Green, 
for example, ha,•e entered poliLics, and 
managed to poll i;ome California write­
in votes for President in the last election. 
(Green's slogan: "Abe in 1860- Cabe 
in 191i0. ") 

Lately the flying-saucer movement has 
been taking more and more eccentric 
Lwists and turns in its attempt to pro· 
vidc a meaningful pattern of life for its 
followers. The omni~cicnt Space Broth­
ers have ht'gtlll passing along increas· 
ingly detailed and vehement advice on 
the following: health foods and orb>anic 
farming (OK); dvisection (NG); Yoga 
(OK); liuoridation (NG); Salk vaccine 
(NG); vegetarianism (OK); tobacco 
(NG); akohol (NG); chemical food ad· 
clitives (NG); Hoxsey cancer cure (OK); 
progressive education (NG): United Na· 
tions (NG); isolationism (OK); antibi­
otics (NG). 

This set of views falls within the "nat­
uralist syndrome," a phrase coined by 
Morris Davis, Professor of Political Sci· 
ence at Dalhousie University in Nova 
Scotia, to describe the "fear of unnatural 
novelty." lf it be objec:ted that few 
thing-s could be more novel or more un· 
natur;1l than flying saucers, one must 
remember that the Space Brothers long 
ago learned to power their craft by tap­
ping into the 1111t11ral forces of the 
universe. 

Another recent development has been 
the inllux of ;11ui-Scmitic and Jim Crow 
tidbits imo d1e spacemen's teachings. 
lluck Nelson, an elderly l\I issouri fanner 
turned contactee, reports that on Venus 
.. the races are nicely segregated." (He's 

been there and seen for hini-elf; to 
prove it, he brought back a 385-pound 
Venusian dog which no one has ever 
seen, but whose hair he has been selling 
as a souvenir; according to one report, 
he "sold several dogfuls" at a recent 
space convention.) The Jews, Nelson 
declares, are off in a ghetto on one side 
of the planet, the Negroes on the other; 
in the central lebensraum are only 
white Gemiles. Nelson 9nce told Long 
John Nebel that the Venusian Twelfth 
Commandmem is a long the lines of 
"Thou shalt not commit adultery," 
adultery being defined as Jew marrying 
Christian. 

George Van Tassel, in addition to his 
other interests, has been hitting the 
miscegenation theme. In his pamphlet 
Into This Worltl mu/ Out A~ai11, he 
makes a novel contribmion to" Higher 
Criticism as he records a spaceman say· 
ing, "The black people and the yellow 
people are as true a race of humans as 
the white people, ;1s long as they do not 
propagate cross seed by intem1ating. 
This is the ·origimil sin.'" 

Tm 11sllaal E/1isodc, anonymously au· 
thored but published by John McCoy·s 
Essene Press in Corpus Christi, Texas. 
c1uotes a "Great ~ laster" whose saucer 
lands in Africa: "Throughout the Uni­
' 'erse there is a 'Vhite Brotherhood and 
a Dark Brotherhood. the latter the lcs.~ 

evolved .... $t;111d firm - for like all 
sla,1cs - though Lhey be shn•es umo them· 
selves - the lesser e\·olved will try to 
overthrow ;llld dominate the higher ii 
Lhey can. Stant! firm." 

George Hunt \ •Villiamson is a self. 
proclaimed anthropologist who, accord· 
ing to the j;icket copy o[ his book, Other 
Tongues - Other Fll'sh, "attended Cor· 
nell College. Eastern New i\fexico Uni­
versity, the University of Arizona, and 
took a specia l course at the University 
of Denver." The blurb neglects to s;1y 
that he was graduated from none of 
them. "Dr." \•Villiamson's writings might 
easily be dismissed as Lhose of a hallu· 
cinated Frazer, except that every so often 
one runs up against a puzzling sentence 
like, "The swastika, itself, always re· 
tainecl a wam1 corner in the people's 
hearts." This becomes somewhat more 
intelligible when one learns that \Vil· 
liamson was once \\Tilliam Dudley 
Pellcy's as.~istant at the Soulcra[t Pub· 
lishing House in Noblesville, Indiana. 
Silver Shirt Pelley, it will be recalled, 
was corwicted of sedition in 1942 and 
went to prison for seven years. Sepa· 
rately and in collaboration, Williamson 
and McCoy have turned out a number 
of UFO tr.1cts in which they rehash 
every anti-Semitic classic from the "Jn. 
tcrnational Ranker" bogey to Moscow· 
dominatccl Communist conspiracies. 

Is there any correlation between d1e 
saucer movement's racist tendencies and 
the other new ideas whith lately ha\"c 
begun to infiltrate its thinking? Is there 173 
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.my reason why it w Lrcquemly happe11~ 
that people who like wheat germ and 
blackstra p molasses don 't like J ews and 
Ne~roes? 

Brandeis lJ niversity Professor l\l ax 
Lerner belie,·es he has the key. He would 
change Professor Davis' "11alllralist syn­
drome" to read "purity syndrome." The 
common denominator i11 this intercon­
nected set of attitudes. suggests Lerner, 
is the emphasis on purity of food, drink­
ing water, body and race. A person who is 
a11ti-"pollution" in virtually every aspect 
of his life, he goes on, is usually motivated 
by a ),ru ilt feeling over his ow11 deep sense 
of impurity, which he then projects onto 
others. And who is a h~111dier scapegoat 
than an "inferior," " impure" race bem 
011 "defiling" or "mongrelizing" the pure 
of heart, body :mcl soul? 

That is where the fl ying-saucer move. 
ment stands wday. As Richard R. l\la thi· 
son writes, "The doctrine which will 
establish the fl ying-saucer phenomenon 
as a cult is taking shape. Jn study circles, 
the true believers are searching the 
Bihle [or those references which. by 
their interpretation, will establish their 
cult as the only true :1pproach to God." 

In their efforts, the contactecs ;111d 
their dis<.iplcs arc undeterred by oppo­
sition or ridicule. They care not at all 
that Donald H. i\f enzel, Profcs.~or or 
Astrophysics at Hanard College Ob­
ser\tatory, lrns said that eighty percent 
o[ the UFO sightings are attributable 
to misimerpretations of natural objects. 
such as planes. ,-apor trails, :1stronomkal 
bodies. balloons, clouds, kites, birds, bits 
of newspaper , etc.; and that the other 
twenty percent consist of various kinds 
of optical illusions, aurora-related phe­
nomena, or unusual kinds of shooting 
stars. Nor is the logic which go\'erns the 
movement advcrsely affected by 1he fact 
that ten years ago the Snturdny R l'Vicw, 
never a magazine to liing money about 
re<:klesslr. olTered a reward of SI00,000 
"to the first little man from another 
planet who walks into this office," and 
that this sum is still unclaimed. 

T he Sod ety for Psych ica l R esean.h 
of Lo ndon once queried sc,·entecn thou­
sand people and fou nd that 9.9 percent 
of any given population "h ave had 
sensory hallucinations in the course of 
normal everyday life." Another student 
of the subject has observed, "Among 
hysterics and the insane, hallucinations 
often tend to reflect cunent beliefs and 
ideas of the age." 

Putting all this together at this point 
in our survey of mankind'~ experiences 
with extraterrestrial visitants, it is just 
possible that there may be some current 
relcv:mce to the remark which the 
French a uthor Fomenelle made over 
two cemurics ago. "Show me," he said, 
"four persons who swear it is midnight 
when it is noon. and 1 will show you 
ten thousand to believe them." 
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CREME 
(continued from pn[!.e JUI; 

arc worth a try. If even these exotic;; 
don't appea l, howe,·er. it's simplidty it­
self to ad lib frosty fancies in answer to 
one's mood, using 1ich, pristine vanill;i 
as a base and embellishing it with im­
provisations. Devotees or the buttered 
almond ha,-e but to buy a three-ounct­
package of slh·ere<l ;ilmoncls. bake them 
in a moderate oven with a few table·· 
spoons of butter until light brown, s.1lt 
them generously, soften a qual'l of vanill:• 
in the refr igera tor until easily scoopable 
then quickly stir in the almonds, sccrett" 
the mixture in the freezer for h;mlcning 
and, just before serving. cove1· the collage: 
with orgeat or almond syrup. Voi/1i - we 
guarantee ;111 a lmond ice cream to eclipse 
any frozen facsimile west o( Rumpclmay· 
cr's emporium, long the gourmet's mt'cca 
of lllOulh-watcring polar joys. 

For those game to attempt real spell­
binders, we suggest an exploration ol 
the toothsome world of preserved fruits. 
Sud1 sweets as brandied dates or Nes· 
selrode, rum or brandy sauce, houled 
guavas, mangoes or papayas cm trans· 
form prosaic vanilla into the most dulcc1 
extravaga nee in the dessert kingdom. 
J\lcrcly clr;tin them. dice them. then per­
fonn the same mixing ritual as with th<: 
toasted almonds. And for a final fillip to 
Caribbean-fruit-based creams, cap the 
creation with canned roconut in syrup. 

The French coupe - not a car St}· le. 
hut anoL11er rea Im of chilled delight -
is simply a standard American su ndae 
with no ho lds barred. Those with a well­
devcloped ice-cream sense can whip up 
a million variations: with any ice cream 
(from aprit·ot to avocado) as a base, heap 
on any fresh fruit (from peach to pine­
apple), top with any liqueur (from Coin­
treau to cura~ao). an y nuts (from cashew~ 
to filberts) a nd any gi\'Cn amount of 
sugared whipped crc;im - but ple;ise, no 
corny maraschino crown. Or perhaps a 
parfait would be preferred; years ago 
a piece cle resist1111ce requiring hours ol 
preparation , today's parfait is nothi ng 
more than a coupe that doesn' t know 
when to stop: mountains of ice cream and 
<:ompatible 1,;ondimems are ~un;ulcml) 

stratified in a ta ll Pilsner glai.s. For in­
stance: put stl"awberries in the bottom of 
the gla~~; fill almost to the top with alter· 
natc layers of vanilla and strawhcrry, mint 
or what-have-you; let more berries drizzle:­
clown from above; and top it with a 
i\fatterhorn of rnm-lat.ed wh ipped cream 
Or: fill the glass with coffee ice cream and 
apricot ice, and surmount thi~ achieve­
ment with fruits marinated in kirsch 
Or even: fi ll glass with straw of choco­
late ice CJ"cam and ha1.cl11uts. and atop 
pour a cool pool of creme de memhe 

For those lacking long spoons. we rel 
ommend such free-form. plate-home in­
spirations as thcse: in the hollow of a 




